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forces, and failed to display the strong points of 
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In socialism, we must Continue to insist on 
the of reform and opening to the outside world 

and opening to the outride world have consti- 
tuted a correct policy, which we have found the 
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Not long ago, Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out, “It 
is necessary to firmly and irre y carry out the 


party's series of roads, guidelines, and policies, and to 
earnestly sum up experiences. The correct ones must be 
continuously insisted upon, the erroneous ones must be 
rectified, and insufficient or inadequate ones must be 
supplemented. In short, we should sum up the present to 
look into the future.’ Over the past four decades, we 
have accumulated rich experiences, some are positive 
and some are negative, but both are valuable treasures. 
They have enabled us to discover a correct road to the 
building of a socialism with Chinese characteristics. Our 
have become all the more mature. 


irrevocably advancing along the socialist road! 
Footnotes 
|. Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol I, p 676. 


2. Build Socialism With Chinese Characteristics, revised 
edition, p 109. 


3. Collected Works of Lenin, Vol 23, p 279. 


4. Build Socialism With Chinese Characteristics, revised 
edition, p 116. 


5. Comrade Deng Xiaoping’s Firm Insistence on the Four 
Cardinal Principles and His Opposition to Bourgeois 
Liberalization, p 183. 


Forever U the Fine Tradition of Plain Living 
and Hard Work 


00000000 Beijing QIUSHI [SEEKING TRUTH] in 
Chinese No 19, / 89 pp 18-20 


[Published in FBIS-CHI-89-194, 10 Oct 89 pp 34-37] 


How China Chose Socialism in the Fifties 
00000000 Beijing QIUSHI [SEEKING TRUTH] in 
Chinese No 19, ] 89, pp 21-24 


[Published in FBIS-CHI-89-196, 12 Oct 89 pp 34-37] 


Splendor to Science and Technology in the 
Past Pox’ Decades 


HK0311144589 Beijing QIUSHI in Chinese [SEEKING 
TRUTH] in Chinese No 19, | Oct 89 pp 25-31 


[Article by Song Jian (1345 0256)] 


[Text] A review of the past 40 years shows that our 
motherland emerged from being a poverty-stricken “sick 
man of East Asia” to a country strong in science and 
technology. In certain major realms of technology, it is 
now compared favorably with developed countries. This 
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is @ miracle in the history of the Chinese nation, and a 
miracle of the world, CPC leadership and the 
superiority of the socialist system are the decisive factors 
in the fact that China's scientific and technological 
workers could make such huge contributions and could 
bri to Our great times. Our experience has 

y that, under the leadership of the CPC 
and the direct instructions of the veteran proletarian 
revolutionaries and senior scientists, China's scientific 


80 that they made eternal contributions to 

of socialist revolution and socialist construc- 
tion and added a slorious chapter to the history of 
Chinese nation. In these days when we are celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of the founding of the PRC, it is of 
great importance that we, by reviewing and summing up 
our past experince remind people of our generation 
and spur those of the next generation to make plans for 
tomorrow. 


Prior to the founding of the PRC, there were only a few 
people in China, no more than 500 in number, engaging 
in scientific and tech ical research. There were only 
30 independent scientific and technological research 
institutes. A handful of senior scientists went overseas in 
order to work in laboratories. Those who stayed in China 
faced assorted difficulties. What they could do was just 
to nurse grievances in their heari. Only one or two of 
them were recorded in history. In the 40 years after 1949, 
however, particularly in the 10 years of reform and 
opening 2. > i science and technology saw great 

ae ee emerged and there were 
numerous - & 4. is 18 proved by the following 
statistics. 


During the 40 years, we trained a contingent of scientific 
and technological personnel. By the end of 1988, China 
had 9.66 million scientific and technological personnel, 
21 times more than in 1952, a 100-percent increase since 
1979. Today, there are over 700,000 people in assistant 
professor positions and posts of higher rank, and over 3 
million people in engineer positions and posts of higher 
rank. They are a grand team of scientific and technolog- 
ical personnel, even a respectful one by world standards. 
This strong team is loyal to the party; loves their moth- 
er!nd, cherishes their people, works day and night in a 
selfless manner on various fronts of socialist construc- 
tion, such as science and technology, education, and 
economics; and earnestly makes contributions to 
building China into a prosperous and strong nation. 
They are worthy of being called a part of the working 
class. They are also a reli and dependable force of the 


party and the people. 


By the end of 1988, China had more than 5,400 inde- 
pendent scientific and research institutes, an increase of 
more than 200 times compared to the early days of the 
founding of the state. Various industrial departments 
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under the state, government departments, and many 
large and medium-sized enterprises have established 
their own research institutes. A nationwide science and 
a hy comprising a rather full variety of 

ivi and fields ranging from basic science. 
lied science, and social scientific and technological 
services to the community, to engineering design, devel- 
opment and research, and scientific experiments. This 
system of science and technology has played an indis- 
pensable su ing role in the course of building rather 
strong basic industries and a rather complete industrial 
system in China. After the 3d Plenary Session of the | Ith 
CPC Central Committee, and under the guidance of 
policies concerning reform and opening up, organiza- 
tions engaging in the development ef cleans and tech- 
nology have become enlivened, and have become more 
active in major battlefields of the economic construc- 
tion. Organizations engaging in basic studies and social 
scientific and technological services to the community 
also worked hard to give play to their strong points, so as 
to earnestly contribute to the present and future mod- 
ernizations. 


Over the past 40 years, particularly after the 3d Plenary 
Session of the | 1th CPC Central Committee, the scien- 
tific and technological personnel, by focusing on China's 
economic, national defense, and social ‘Qvcapnen 
with their spirit of self-reliance and arduous struggle, 
made a number of great, remarkable scientific and 
technological achievements, and constantly pushed 
China's scientific and technological standards toward 
the world’s forefront. In recent years, China made more 
than 10,000 iraportant achievements per year. By the 
end of 1988, just the number of state awards to major 
achievements totaled 5,118, including | 858 state inven- 
tion prizes, 337 state natural science awards, and 3,082 
national science and technology progress prizes. Many of 
these achievements are of great scientific value and have 
brought about wide-ranging benefits for society. In addi- 
tion, incomplete statistics indicate that these achieve- 
ments have directly earned a total of more than 150 
billion yuan for the state. 


The glorious achievements of China's scientific and 
technological personne! over the past 40 years have 
played a major role in bringing about benefits for eco- 
nomic development, national defense, and standards of 
living, and have greatly improved the state's strength 
and the international status of the Chinese nation. 


In agriculture, there was a large-scale nat.onal survey on 
natural resources, and a division of agriculture was 
basically completed. Major plant pests and diseases were 
harnessed and were put under control. Generally 
speaking, the breeding of all major crops has been 
consistently upgraded as many as to three times. Because 
a number of scientific and technological achievements 
were applied extensively to the production of grains such 
as wheat, rice, and corn; cash crops such as cotton, hemp, 
and oil-bearing crops; and aquatic products such as fish 
and shrimp, the yield per unit area of such products was 
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doubled. China successfully bred long-grained nongluti- 
nous hybrid rice for the first time, which increased the 
yield by more than 50 ki of rice per mu. A total 
of 1.2 billion mu of farmland has been sown with this 
species since 1976, and yield increased by 30 billion 
kilograms. This technology has been transferred to more 
than 20 countries and regions, including the United 
States. Statistics show that about a third of China's 
-— ural products, such as grain, is a direct 
our progress in science and technology. 


By relying on our own efforts in the development, 
design, and production of basic industries such as 
energy, transport, telecommunication, machine-building 
and electricity, light industry, metallurgy, chemical 
industry, and so forth, China has basically mastered a 
complete set of equipment, including the production 
tech and production. Complete sets of major 
tech and equipment, such as large syn- 

thetic ammonia i hot-rolling machines, large 
open-cast mines, extra-high voltage transformers, and 
Se Pe a in China and they even 
joint effort, China's scien- 


detonated its first atomic 
bomb in 1964, and its firet nuclear submarine 
was launched in 1971. Also, China deto- 
nated its first h bomb in June 1967, 

developed its rocket in 1959, and suc- 
cessfully the flight test of its ballistic carrier 


completed 
rocket. In 1970, China launched its first 
manmade satellite. To date, China has successfully 
launched 25 satellites. China is one of the few countries 
in the world possessing the technology of recovering 
satellites, of launching several satellites with a single 
rocket, and of launching geostationary satellites. The 
application of large carrier rockets and satellite tech- 
Soe Wages Cluny oak croton onemmms. te 1902 
has offering such services overseas. In 1983 


processing 100 million computations per second and one 
capable of processing 10 million vector computations 
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protein, and cell engineering. In 1965, China made 
synthetic insulin for cattle and obtained the world's first 
synthetic protein. Furthermore, it synthesized the 
transfer of ribonucleic acid from yeast alanine and, in 
1985, its interferon genetic engineering passed state 
standards. Therefore, China's genetic engineering tech- 
nology is ranked among the world’s advanced ones. With 
China's achievements in breeding hybrid rice, its scien- 
tists have won the title of being “the world’s father of 
hybrid rice.” 

In pharmaceutics and medical science, we made a large 
number of achievements ranked top in the world. China 
successfully the world’s first crystallized tri- 
chosanthin tianhuafen [1131 5363 5358] protein for 
contraceptive purposes, which was highly effective. 
Moreover, China has reached a rather high level and has 
won high appraisals from international medical circles, 
in terms of technology such as acupuncture anesthesia, 
microsurgery, treatment of extensive burns; early diag- 
nosis and treatment of liver cancer, esophagus cancer, 
nose cancer, lung cancer, and so on; as well as the recent 
technology of preventing and treating certain illness by 
integrating Western practices with Chinese ones. 


Over the past 40 years, China's scientists have made 
many achievements that meet the world standards in 
basic sciences, including those in modern mathematics, 
high-energy physics, condensed-state physics, lasers, 
chemistry, geology, astronomy, and so forth. The service 
provided to the world by China, which began in 1963, 
has been at the world’s advanced level. In 1959, China's 
physicians were the first to discover the Sigma negative 
hyperon, and later discovered another type of heavy 
particle in 1972, thereby making outstanding contribu- 
tions in the development of high-energy particle physics. 
The straton model theory proposed by China’s physicists 
in 1966 provided a new pattern Lh —» > more 
profound exploration into the composition . 
China's recent research on high-temperature supercon- 
ductivity has been at the world’s advanced level. In 
. 988, Beijing's electron colliding device, which can 
accelerate the speed of positive and negative electrons to 
2,200 million electron-volts, successfully made the elec- 
trons collide, thus providing large, powerful scientific 
equipment to China's physicists who are working at the 
forefront of contemporary physics. The completion of 
this colliding device indicates that China possesses the 
strength and capability to build large, precision scientific 
facilities. 

A review of the past 40 years indicates that it was just 
because of the party's correct decisions, as well as the 
superiority of the socialist system, that we could, in a 
country which was yet to become developed, cultivate 
and train « team of the world’s top scientific and 
technological personnel, and that we could pool together 
a large quantity of manpower and materials to guarantee 
rapid development of China's science and technology 
and to make China a strong country marked by science 
and technology development. Today, all people in rural 
and urban areas enjoy the benefits of contemporary 
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science and technology and are able to personally feel the 
power of science and technology. This is a result of joint 
——_ by scientific and technological personnel, 
and peasants. Scientific and tech per- 
sonnel, with their devotion to the and the 
people, contributed their wisdom, efforts, and pains- 
taking labor under harsh conditions. They made histor- 
ical and great contributions to the invigoration of the 
Chinese nation. Science and technology have never been 
so warmly received by the whole society, have never 
been understood and respected by so many people, and 
have never had so much importance attached to them by 
the CPC and governments at various levels, as is true at 
the present. This is an important indication that the 
Chinese nation has taken the road of modernization. 


The fact that China's science a.1d technology achieved so 
much achievement in the 40 years after the 
founding of the state showed that, under the leadership 
of the veteran proletarian revolutionaries, those basic 
principles, policic., and strategic planning of the CPC 
and the State Council on the development of science and 
technology were correct. China's science and technology 
circles have experienced the joy of success as well as the 
hardship of setbacks. There is no such thing in the world 
as a wide, straight road leading to immediate success. 
Only those who fear no difficulties and who insist on 
climbing can reach the glorious peak. Indeed, we had 
numerous precious experiences and suffered setbacks. 
Today, it is of great importance that we sum up such 
experience and draw lessons from the setbacks, so as to 
help China's science and tech develop in a healthy 
manner, and to turn China into a first-class strong nation 


marked by science and technology development. 


After the founding of the state, the CPC acted in accor- 
ye rt ee ae tte 
as well as the possibility of success under the then 


~ 4. -4, their positive roles. 
In March 1978, in his speech at the national meeting on 


working class, and so . 
theoretical basis for us to work out principles for science 
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and tech work during the reform period. Experi- 
ence gained after the 3d Plenary Session of the | 1th CPC 
Central Committee showed that this conclusion is abso- 
lutely correct. 


In 1982, the CPC and the State Council confirmed the 
Strategic principle that “economic construction must 
rely on science and technology, which, in turn, must be 
geared to the needs of economic construction.” The | 3th 
CPC Congress held in 1987 further proposed that we 
must make development of science and technology as 
important as economic development, pointed out that 
science and technology are China's major pillars for 
ing toward another economic stage, and urged 
that the focus of economic development must be 
changed into a direction that relies on science and 
technology. In order to implement this basic principle, 
we made a three-tier plan for all of China's science and 
technology work. An absolute majority of scientific and 
technological personnel must focus on the major battle- 
field of economic construction and directly serve the 
current economic construction, which were the major 
tasks of our science and technology work. On the second 
tier, some key scientific and technological manpower 
was pooled together to trace, conduct research, and 
develop high technology, 80 as to build China's high- and 
new-technology industry. We also continued to 
strengthen the work of conducting basic research and 
strived to make achievements and contributions on the 
world's frontier of science, while providing a reliable 
guarantee for China's long-term development of science 
and economics. This basic policy conformed to China's 
needs in the cause of modernization, as well as the 
world's development trend of science and technology, so 
that such a policy was accepted and welcomed by 
China's scientific and technological circles as a whole. 


Today, almost all countries, whether Eastern or Western, 
and whether developed or developing, share a common 
understanding: Only by relying on science and tech- 
nology can a country have constant growth in economics 
and society. Statistics showed that, in most cases, the 
growth achieved by many countries, particularly devel- 
oped ones, was most likely achieved through scientific 
and technological progress. Science and technology have 
become decisive factors for the development of produc- 
tive forces, just as Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out 
that science and technology was the productive force. 
Moreover, it is the first productive force and, eventually, 
it may be science that solves our pi oblems. 


After summing up our experience and analyzing the 
world’s development trend, we may come to this conclu- 
sion: The economic strength of a country is the basis for 
rapid development of modern science and technology. In 
the long run, it is only economic development that can 
provide sufficient capital, manpower, and materials for 
scientific and technological development. Today, our 
major scientific and technological work force must focus 
on the major »attlefield of economic construction. Such 
a policy conforms to the people's interests, and suits the 
need for developing science and technology. Therefore, 
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in the near future, we must continue to unswervingly 
implement the principles of “orientation” and “depen- 


pty SH Coordinate, and Give 


To a large extent, the task of making glorious achieve- 
ments over the past 40 years in certain very important 
realms of sophisticated technology and high technology 
in a poor and eS ae 
mainly on the principle and policy of focusing on the key 
points and making concerted efforts and coordination. 

Such a policy can be implemented only under the 
socialie system. This is our experience of success of 
which China's scientific and technological circle should 
always be mindful. 


The “12-Year Long-term Plan for Science and Tech- 
nology Development,” formulated in 1956 on the 
instructions of Premier Zhou Enlai, embodied the prin- 
ciple of focusing on the key points and coordinating a 
limited number of so that several realms of science 
and technology in China grew out of nothing and helped 
relevant industries grow and develop. The “14 Provi- 
sions on Scientific and Technological Work,” formu- 
lated in 1961 under the instructions of Marshal! Nei 
Rongzhen, ensured that, under the above principle, there 
would be the outcome of “achievements and trained 
personnel.” The “12-Year Plan for Science and Tech- 
nology Development,” also formulated and proposed 
ne. goals in 1956 with a view to implement the above 
principle, thereby ensuring smooth progress in several 
major projects. This included China's successful test of 
its first atomic bomb in October 1964. The “10-Year 
Plan and for Science and Technology Develop- 
ment,” formulated in 1978, played an important role in 
restoring the order of scientific research. 


Compared to the situation in the 1950's, the current one 
is totally different. We have more , a8 does our 
scientific and technological work force. We may deploy 
our work force to work in a wider scope and on a broader 
front. Recent programs, such as the program for tackling 
scientific and technological issues, sparking program, 

863 program, fire torch program, harvest program, 

prairie fire program, and so on, formulated and imple- 
mented by various departments of the State Council, 

were proposed in accordance with the actual situation of 
contemporary China and the international situation. 
Such programs, together with programs for scientific and 
technological work proposed by various provinces, 

cities, and autonomous regions in accordance with their 
actual needs and capability, greatly mobilized the initia- 
tive of scientific and technological personnel. This 
showed the enormous strength of personnel as they 
devoted themselves to current economic construction 
and actively developed liigh- and new-technology indus- 
tries. 


At the preliminary stage of socialism, the contribution of 
manpower, materials, and capital by the government and 
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society to the undertaking of science and technology is 
limited. Only through centralized planning, and by 
means of focusing on the key points, concerted efforts, 
and coordination can we achieve the anticipated results. 
For quite a long time in the future, any industrial sector 
or local government that acts in any attempt to pursue 
“full blossom” or lets things develop in its own course in 
its work concerning science and technology will feel 
confused and achieve nothing. 


Fre cacenraae the Set of latepentonce, 


We will never forget that imperialism put us in a 
blockade for 30 years over the past 40 years. Genuine 
advanced and high technology is still subject to the 
embargo imposed by Western countries. In the 1960's 
and 1970's. we were almost completely isolated from the 
world. It was just during these 20 years that China's 
scientific and technological personnel acted according to 
the principles of self-reliance and striving for foreign aid. 
They developed the spirit of struggling hard, fearing 10 
difficulty, and daring to face challenges, so that they 
eventually made great achievements in many new realms 
of technology, particularly that of nuclear and aerospace 


technology. 


Undoubtedly, we shall continue to implement the policy 
of opening up. This will help us enlarge our field of 
vision and speed up our progress in the environment of 
international cooperation. However, history tells us that 
even under the condition that we open up to the outside 
world, we musi not expect others to provide us high and 
advanced technology without any reward. In developing 
modern science and technology, we must first rely on our 
strength and wisdom. Only when we have achieved 
considerable results shall we be qualified to take part in 
international exchange. Any impractical illusion in this 
r spect is extremely harmful. 


In this new historical period, China's scientific and 
technological circle shoulders new and glorious tasks. We 
need to tackle many key and important scientific and 
technological issues, build many large-scale and highly 
complicated projects, transform automatic and intelli- 
gent equipment for traditional industries, and so forth. 
Although we have greater scientific and techno ogical 
strength, as well as better equipment and working con- 
ditions compared to the situation 10 years ago, our best 
weapons for development remain our continued 
upholding of independence, self-reliance, and the spirit 
of hard struggle and daring to face challenges. “nly thus 
can the environment of opening up and international 
cooperation be developed in a healthy manner. “Heaven 
helps those who strive to improve themselves, and finds 
it difficult to help those who do not.” This is a summary 
of our precious experience over the past 40 years. 


Fourth, U the In-depth of Reforms 
and Build 's New Operation Mechanism 


China’s reform of the science and technology system, 
which was one of the important parts of China's reform, 

















10 QIUSHI No 19, 1 October 1989 


was begun following announcement of the “Decision of 
the CPC on Reforming the Science and Technology 
System” in March 1985. Over the years, both the NPC 
Standing Committee and the State Council formulated 
laws, regulations, and corresponding policies to guide 
and promote progress along the line of socialist develop- 
ment in such reform. The work yielded remarkable 
results. Facts have shown that China's reform of science 
and technology system is basically a successful one. 


At present, we have basically put an end to the situation 
of “eating from the same big pot” of the state by all kinds 
of scientific and technological institutions; and a pattern 
geared to the needs of society and the market has 
gradually formed. Also, most technology development 
institutions have entered the major battlefield of eco- 
nomic construction. The booming technology market 
has become an important channel for iransferring scien- 
tific and technological achievements to economic 
departments. Various research-production combines run 
jointly by research institutes, colleges and universities, 
and enterprises are growing like mushrooms, thereby 
greatly promoting close integration of science and tech- 
nology with production. Independent science and tech- 
nology institutes generally adopt the responsibility 
system for managers, or the system of contracted respon- 
sibility, thereby enhancing their level of autonomy, and 
becoming enlivened and more flexible. Various scientific 
economic entities run jointly by research institutes and 
colleges and universities, which integrate technology aad 
industry with trading, have paved new directions for the 
transfer of science and technology to the economic 
sector, and the flow of qualified personnel; and have 
provided the most important conditior for the forma- 
tion and development of China's new technology indus- 
tries. Amid our reforms, various nongovernmental sci- 
ence and technology institutions saw rapid development, 
and became an important supplementary channel! for 
transferring science and technology to the economic 
sector. It is our basic principle that we should actively 
support and encourage such institutions, strengthen 
macroeconomic guidance concerning them, supervise 
them according to law, overcome negative factors, and 
carry forward their advantages. 


In other words, we must, in the coming years, continue 
to carry out and constantly perfect those basic policies 
and measures that we have implemented in our reform 
of the science and technology system in accordance with 
the decisions of the CPC and the State Council. Through 
intensified reform, we must gradually build an operation 
mechanism for science and ic. nology that corresponds 
with the planned economy and market readjustment. We 
must overcome once and for all those shortcomings that 
correspond with neither science and technology nor the 
economy and that do not help mobilize the initiative of 
scientific and technological personnel. 
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Fifth, U Selesihe and Teckentes -{---y 
and ( ooperation 


Modern science and technology carries in itself a strong 
international nature. Each county and nation has con- 
tributed to the progress and development of science and 
technology of the times. Any country that wants to 
rapidly develop science and ‘“chnology must establish 
close links to the rest of take part in mutual 
. and io) an environment of 
cooperation and com on. On the contrary, it is 
impossible for a nation _ ‘oot. a long-term closed- 
door policy to catch up win ine development of science 
and technology. Moreover, its people will be denied the 
advantages of modern civilization brought by science 
and technology, so that such a nation will be unable to 
make proper contributions to man’s scientific and tech- 


nological progress. 


Over the past decade, the policy of opening up to the 
outside world formulated by the CPC, as well as the 
international environment derived therefrom, have 
greatly enhanced the level and development of China's 
science and technology. Both the CPC and the State 
Council have solemnly declared that the policy of reform 


must continue to open their science and technology work 
to others within and outside China, except for those 
involving national security and commercial confidenti- 
ality. In the long run, this will help us upgrade our 
knowledge, progress in terms of science and technology 
thinking and theory, absorb new technology, transform 
our equipment, cultivate qualified personnel, deve.op 
the market, and so forth, which are of great importance. 
Any practice that deviates from this principle will inev- 
itably lead to a new self-isolation which will result in 
suffocation. 


After Beijing quelled the counterrevolutionary turmoil, 
some Western countries, because of mi 

prejudice, or evil intentions, adopted the policy of 
imposing a blockade against China. This has caused us 
some difficulties in the work of international scientific 
and technological cooperation. However, it is certain 
that this is a temporary measure. There is no feast in the 
world that does not end. When the world’s science and 
technology circles gradually understand the truth, things 
will change. We should be confident in this respect. All 
cooperation between or among nations is based on 
mutual benefit. It is not a result of pursuit or begging by 
a country. All scientific and technological personnel 
must struggle hard for the purpose of promptly restoring 
and developing a good international environment. To 
act in this way is to tell others about the righteousness 
rather than begging for friendship. 
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honor of being called “ultraleftist, conservative, and 
apse ' by cette paapls. © clean Site ne Sages Lacs, 
refusing to submit against my principles in order to gain 
acceptance. 


I love the motherland, the people, the party, socialism, 
and truth. | was overjoyed to see our country make great 
achievements and stand up among the nations of the 
world. And | was worried 
one 


During the last year or 80, many friends who love and 
care for me have been giving me advice, saying: “You are 
ne = ae You might as well stay in your 
nice little house and spend remaining years without 
the slightest care about t goes on around you.” | 


thank my friends for their good wishes, but I do not think 
I can follow their advice because | still have confidence 
in the future of socialism and my staunch will to fight for 
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Hong Kong, Canada, and Singapore. Wherever it went it 
was widely acclaimed and made a great impact. The 
performance was hailed as “the cream modern 
drama,” “the pinnacle of realism,” “a classical piece in 
contemporary world theater,” and having reached “the 
state of ion.” The Beijing People’s Art Theater, it 
was , was “indisputably a world-class art theater.” 


In late autumn 1988, at the invitation of WENHUI BAO 
and the Association for External Cultural 
Exchanges, the Beijing People's Art Theater visited 
er pe Se SS Bee > & van, We Cee 
incl five outstanding pays, namely: Top Restau- 
rani, Death of a Salesman, Father Gouer's Nirvana, The 
Caine Mutiny, and Teahouse. The a Pp pre- 
sented 21 shows in 18 days and the nearly 40,000 tickets 
were sold out well before the group arrived. pon hy 
the theater was jammed with people waiting 

newspapers were full of reports on 


hailed this as “a grand occasion in the theatrical arena” 
of theatrical workers.” 


and selfless spirit of dedication, the ~~ Art 
Theater demonstrates to the world t 

achievements of socialist China. It also demonstrates the 
tremendous might of the party's literary and art policy as 
well as the line, principles, and policies followed by the 


Central Committee. It marks the realization of the ideals 
and objectives fostered by the founding members of the 
theater in the early days. 


The present ye Art Theater was established 
in 1952. It was by leaders and artists of the older 
generation. Some of them had come from Yanan, the 
sacred place of revolution; others from resistance theat- 
rical founded under the leadership of Zhou Enlai, 
Guo , and Tian Han [3944 3352), still others were 
progressive and revolutionary theatrical workers who 
had played an active part in Shanghai, Chongqing, 
Kunming, Beijing, and other places under the leadership 
or influence of the party during the War of Resistance 
Against Japan and the war of liberation. In the war years 
they had defied hardship and used modern drama as a 
weapon with which to conduct among the 
masses and to strike blows at the enemy. In the process, 
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they had undergone tempering, gained experience, bet- 
tered their skills, and accumulated enthusiasm and aspi- 
rations for developing the theatrical art of the mother- 
land, After liberation, they longed for a theater of their 
own where they could fully display their skills. Back in 
the Chongqing days, the well-loved and esteemed Com- 
rade Zhou Enlai had this to say to friends in theatrical 
circles; “After nationwide liberation we are going to 
build a professional, standard theater.” 


When New China was born and the 3-year period of 
economic recovery was almost over, the party and the 
government promptly decided on the policy of gradually 
transforming the literary and art organizations into 
essional bodies. At the tion of Comrade Peng 

, and with the approval of Premier Zhou Enlai, the 
former comprehensive Beijing People’s Art Theater 
founded by Li Bozhao [2621 0130 6856] and the former 
Central Academy of ma were merged to form a 
ional, modern, drama theater. The name Beijing 

*s Art Theater was retained. On 12 June 1952, Wu 

Han [0702 2498], vice mayor of Beijing, attended the 
inaugural ceremony of the new Beijing People’s Art 
Theater on behalf of the Beijing municipal government. 


A good theater must have the following key ingredients: 
First, a party leader who can firmiy implement the 
party's policies and who knows the ropes; second, an 
authority in art, and third, a group of well-trained artists 
who share a common goal. The Beijing People’s Art 
Theater enjoys exceptional advantages in the sense that 
it meets all three requirements. Thanks to the concern 
shown by Premier Zhou and Comrade Peng Zhou, the 
renowned playwright Cao Yu was appointed president of 
the theater. Jiao Juyin [3542 5468 7148], dean of arts 
and head of the western languages department of Beijing 
Normal University, was formally transferred to the the- 
ater to be its first vice president and chief director. 
Ouyang Shanzun (2962 7122 1472 1415), vice president 
of the former Beijing People’s Art Theater, was 
appointed vice president and deputy chief director, and 
Zhao Qiyang [6392 6386 2254] was appointed secretary 
general (later vice president and party committee secre- 
tary). Following the merger, a large number of experi- 
enced and skillful directors, actors, actresses, and stage 
artists were gathered under one roof. They made active 
preparations for great times ahead. 


Shortly after its founding, Cao Yu, Jiao Juyin, Ouyang 
Shanzun and Zhao Qiyang, who were then revered as 
“the four magnates,” mapped out the following “blue- 
print” for the development of the Beijing People’s Art 
Theater. The theater must carry forward and develop the 
fine traditions of the modern drama movement in 
China, always echo the pulse of the times, share weal and 
woe with the people, and be closely integrated with 
reality. On the artistic level it must set strict require- 
ments, keep making improvements, boldly explore, 
strive to create theatrical art of a high standard that is 
loved by the Chinese people, gradually develop “charac- 
teristics of its own" and a system of performing arts of its 
own (the Chinese school), and ultimately establish a 
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foothold in the world of theatrical art. This “blueprint” 
expressed the aspirations of the comrades of the Beijing 
People’s Art Theater and became the “axle” for the 
comrades of the whole theater as well as the driving force 
behind the theater's artistic developmcat. United as one, 
members of the whole theater began their artistic march 
toward this goal. 


Not long after its founding, the Beijing People's An 
Theater mobilized all its creative personnel, directors, 
and actors and actresses to plunge into the thick of life in 
the factories and the countryside. Three months later, 
they returned from their ive destinations with a 
series of one-act plays, including The Happy Funeral and 
Wedding and Between Husband and Wife. ‘With the 

of the soil about them, these short plays gave 
the Beijing audience something fresh and new. After- 
ward, they rehearsed Lao She's famous play, The 
Dragon-Beard Ditch, which was first staged by the 
former Beijing People’s Art Theater in 1951. This pro- 
duction, directed by Mr Jiao Juyin, laid the foundation 
for the realistic creative approach of the —- —. 

an amia 


1115 3196] and actors and actresses like Zhu Lin [2612 
29), Zheng Rong (6774 2827], Hu Zongwen [5170 
1350 3306), and Lu En [07121869], made joint and 
earnest efforts to learn from life studied and ana- 
lyzed in depth the play and its characters. Through these 
efforts t they came up with a totally new interpretation of 
Y ich was once misread as a “tragedy of 

“a tragedy of fatalism,” and gave the audi- 

ence a 9 hath capatioats of opiate enjeyline: and pre- 
found enlightenment. Thunderstorm caused a sensation 
in the capital and eager playgoers even queued up 
—- in front of the theater with their bedding, 
hoping to get tickets. This was followed by the staging of 
— and The Beijing Man. The staging of Cao Yu's 
works played an unfathomable role in the theater's 
artistic development, the building up of its repertoire, 
and the of its talents. As critics noted: “Cao Yu 
ijing People’s Art Theater with the realistic 


prowess of his plays.” 


backbone artists were sent to the Central Academy of 
Drama to study and Soviet experts were invited to give 
lectures or appointed as art directors. On the other hand, 
it organized its artistic personnel in studying and assim- 
ilating the aesthetic principles of theatrical art from 
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various nationalities, a with the relevant means and 
methods of expression, and in widening their exposure to 
national literature, poetry, music, dancing, paints - 
the art forms of folk singing, storytelling, comic di 

and 80 on. This helped enhance the artistic po mem are 
of the artistic personnel and improve their performing 
art. 


During the second half of 1956, the whole theater was 
engrossed in the mass fervor of “integrating the East with 
the West.” Through his direction of Guo Moruo's The 
General's Order, Jiao Juyin, who was himself well versed 
in both Chinese and Western learning, began bold explo- 
rations in an effort to realize his long-cherished dream of 
giving national character to dramatic art. His explorative 
endeavors enjoyed the full support of the theater's party 
and administrative leadership, as represented by Zhao 
Se all-out backing in terms of manpower, 
fi and material resources, and time can be seen as 
a fine example of artistic organization and management. 
From the explorative efforts made in connection with 
The General's Order, to the brilliant success of Cai 
Wenji, people saw the bright prospects of the theater's 
endeavors to give drama its national character. After 
seeing the play, Guo Moruo said in a jubilant yet humble 
tone: “My script constitutes only the materials to build a 
thatched house, but Mr Jiao has made use of these 
materials to build a palace of art.” 


This was followed in 1957 by further explorative 
endeavors in the production of Teahouse, a realistic 
masterpiece by Mr Lao She. Through meticulous re- 
creation by directors Jiao Juyin and Xia Chun and 
performing artists headed by Yu Shizhi [0060 2508 
0037}, the whole performance—from stage management 
and the treatment of scenes and dramatic atmosphere to 

dialogue—reflected a uniquely Chinese style, born of the 
mastery of the means of expression in traditional opera. 
Its success marked a salient achievement of the Beijing 
People's Art Theater in giving drama its national char- 
acter. 


Around 1959, the staging of an excellent repertoire, 
which included Thunderstorm, Teahouse, Camel 
Xiangzi, The General's Order, Cai Wenji, Taking Tiger 
Mountain by Surprise, Man With a Gun, The Miser, and 
Aesop, marked the gradual attainment by the Beijing 
People’s Art Theater of a more or less unified creative 
approach. It had achieved artistic maturity, developed 
its unique style, and acquired a clear-cut national char- 
acter. A large number of actors, actresses, and stage 
artists had grown to full maturity. The four leading 
directors, Jiao Juyin, Ouyang Shanzun, Xia Chun, and 
Mei Qian [2734 7082), each had their own appeal, and 
their talented pupils could be found in all corners of the 
country. Shu Xiuwen [5289 4836 2429], Ye Zi [0673 
1311}, Tian Chong [3944 0394], Diao Guangtan [0431 
0342 6009}, Zhao Yunru oy 5686 1172), Zhu Lin, Hu 
Zongwen, ‘ang Guande [ 455 3828 1795), Yu Shizhi, Su 
Min [5685 3046], Lian Tianye [5663 1131 6851), Zheng 
Rong, Tong Chao [4547 6389], Ying Ruocheng [539! 
5387 6134), and countless other star performing artists 
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won worldwide recognition. In the early 1960's, which 
also happened to coincide with the most prolific years of 
Mr Jiao Juyin in terms of theoretical writing, the Jiao 
Juyin school of directing took shape with the all-out 
support of the theater. 


In the 14 years between June 1952 and June 1966, the 
Beijing People's Art Theater staged 12! large, medium, 
and small productions, =r a total of 6,337 sl.ows 
with audiences exceeding 7 million. On a , 452 
shows were presented each year. The Beijing People’s 
Art Theater left its footprints in most parts of China, 
having visited more than 20 cities from the northern 
frontiers to the coastal areas in the southeast, in addition 
to Qinghai, Xinjiang, i, Suzhou, and 

The Beijing People’s Art ter had struck its roots 
deeply in the hearts of the people on the vast land of the 
motherland. 


During the 10 years of disasters the Beijing People’s Art 
Theater artists were forced to leave the stage. However, 
deep in their hearts they still cherished their art as they 
experienced life on a deeper level. Once the sky was 
clear, their aspirations to serve the motherland and the 
people with their art burst forth like lava from under- 
ground. The staging of Song of the Loyal Heart and the 
resurrection of a repertoire which included Cai Wenyji, 
Thunderstorm, Teahouse, Camel Yangzi, Death of a 
Renowned Actress, The Miser, and Aesop greatly boosted 
the morale of the theater and the audience. The old 
playgoers had the feeling of seeing long-lost friends when 
they watched these masterpieces. expressed their 
heartfelt joy verbally and in writing, mingled with 
tears. The young people in the audience had never seen 
anything like this before. With a sense of amazement 
they said: “I had no idea we had such wonderful plays.” 
In their anxiety to get tickets, the waiting crowd toppled 
a wall outside the Capital Theater. number of 
foreigners among the audience increased. The Beijing 
People’s Art Theater won a large following of new 
supporters as its reputation soared. 


Through the continuous practice of staging plays, the 
Beijing People’s Art Theater began taking artistic cre- 
ation as its central task. Professional ethics and dedica- 
tion as demonstrated by a conscientious, serious, and 
meticulous attitude toward work and the constant 
Striving for improvement in artistic creation, as well as 
the fine tradition of living contentedly in poverty and 
working amid arduous conditions, were restored. These 
fine qualities and traditions became the professional 
conduct of old artists. They felt a sense of elation once 
they stepped into the rehearsal halls and their dressing 
rooms. They earnestly practiced what they advocated 
and taught by personal example as well as verbal instruc- 
tion. The - generation was influenced by them 
and a sense dedication to one's profession soon 
became pone practice. 
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Following the development of reform and the open 
policy and as international exchanges increased, the 
theater's leaders and artists had the opportunity to 
constantly broaden their horizons. They firmly believed 
in the correctness and vitality of the artistic orientation 
and approach the theater had followed during the past 
decades. Having thus enhanced their discernment and 
a.» oli " they were able to withstand the blind 
things as seen in the total negation of 
eialia yA, - and realism. On the other hand, they also 
dispelled the mistaken in tion of realism under 
the influence of the “leftist” line and came to see realism 
as a broad avenue with a tolerance and boldness of vision 
enabling it to absorb and assimilate the strong points of 
other trical schools for its own use. They thus 
realized that they should further develop realism and 
should not stand still and refuse to make progress. 
Hence, since the 1980's, the theater has been experi- 
menting with different ideas of artistic practices to add 
color to its stage productions, enrich the realistic means 
of expression, and push forward the in-depth develop- 
ment of realism. These explorative endeavors included: 
The Lady's Home Visit by Dilun Mate [6611 0243 7456 
3676); Measure for Measure and God's Favorite Child, 
both of which were produced on a protruding stage 
- hy the actors ot py bt 
, an experimental smal! 
theater ant lay wh ty not divided into acts and 
were well-loved by the audience. 
om cheney ook means as the 
externalization of the inner feelings of characters and 
efforts to shorten the distance between the actors and 
actresses and the audience These effors were sincerely 
appreciated by the vast audience. 


The Beijing People’s Art Theater also attained fruitful 
results in its efforts to enlarge artistic exchanges with its 
ee Bodine Panis’ The outstanding artistic quality of 
the Beijing People’s Art Theater aroused the keen 
interest of distinguished foreign dramatists. The 
Shakespearean play Measure for Measure, directed for 
the theater by noted British director Toby Robertson, 


directed The Caine Mutiny, based on Herman Wouk's 
novel. Through their amiable and effective cooperation 
they turned these famous works into artistic master- 
pieces on the Beijing People's Art Theater stage. These 
also served as a bridge between Chinese and Western 
culture, enabling the Beijing People’s Art Theater to 
incorporate different ideas in its artistic practice and to 
extensively assimilate the quintessence of distant lands 
into its Own traditions. 


Through practice, the Beijing Peopie’s Art Theater had 
these additional remarks to say of the artistic road and 
pursuit established by artists of the older generation: 
“The Beijing People’s Art Theater must adhere to the 
road of realism in its artistic development and must 
constantly develop it to greater depth. It must strike 
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roots in the soil of national culture and pursue a solid 
foundation of life, profound ideological content, a clear- 
cut h to characterization, and an integral i 

in ormance. At the same time, it must also actively 
support explorative ventures into other schools of 
drama.” Practice over the last 3 decades and more has 
proven that this road and these pursuits are in confor- 
mity with the aesthetic requirements and habits of 
appreciation of the Chinese people. The Beijing People’s 
Theater will continue in this direction. 


In the | 2 years between the second half of 1977 and June 
1989, a total of 56 new productions were staged by the 
Beijing People’s Art Theater while 12 repertoire num- 
bers were restaged or resurrected. A the new pro- 
ductions were Wang Zhaojun, Xianheng Hotel, Absolute 
Signals, Who Is the Strong One, Top Restaurant, and 
other new plays written by 21 house playwrights, Meta- 
morphosis and Family written by Cao Yu in his early 
years, and the introduction to a Chinese audience of 
Measure for Measure and a dozen other foreign classical 


or contemporary pieces. 


In these |2 years, a total of 3,857 shows were presented, 
averaging 321 shows a year. The overall rate of atten- 
dance exceeded 85 percent. Song of the Loyal Heart, The 
Happy Funcral and Wedding, and Top Restaurant each 
had a run of over 100 shows. The theater received 
citations for 16 of its productions. More than 50 of its 
playwrights, directors, actors and actresses, and 
designers were awarded individual prizes for artistic 
creation, and four young directors were presented with 
the Plum Blossom Award. He Jiping [0149 0370 1627], 
Top Restaurant playwright, was awarded the title “Labor 
Model of Beijing Municipality for the Year 1989,” while 
the team producing this play was given the title of a 
model collective. 


Through strengthening artistic practice, stressing the 
importance of artistic summation, and running its own 
training classes, the theater exerted itself in trying to 
enhance the professional attainment of the middle-aged 
and young people and train successors during these |2 
years. A number of playwrights, directors, actors and 
actresses, and stage artists who are in their prime have 
matured and become the main force on the stage. With 
the spirit of sacrifice as seen in their willingness to serve 
as the ladder, old artists have given up opportunities to 
perform on stage in order to devote themselves to 
teaching. Today, the younger generation has become the 
backbone force both on and off the stage. 


The swift development of cinematic art and other forms 
of entertainment art in the 1980's has produced an 
increasingly great impact on theatrical art. This has not 
only snatched away a good percentage of the audience. 
but has shaken the confidence of theatrical workers. A 
much publicized “modern drama crisis” has erupted and 
modern drama has entered its “abyss.” [his challenge 
has also produced an impact on the Bei,.ng People’s Art 
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Theater. What is the way out? The key lies in qualitative 
improvement and in efforts to produce good plays. Only 
in this way will it be possible to “pull” the audience over. 
This is the sense of competition. At a time when theat- 
rical production across the nation was hard hit, the 
Beijing People's Art Theater still managed to present 300 
shows a year and maintain an average attendance rate of 
over 85 percent. This was what the theater relied on in 
producing a sensational impact in its international per- 


formances and in its guest appearances in Shanghai. 


The Beijing People’s Art Theater has been able to 
produce good plays all these years primarily through 
reliance on a powerful force of excellent traditions and 
reliance on the spiritual prop. Comrade Cao Yu said the 
following from the bottom of his heart in his preface to 
the commemorative album marking the 30th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Beijing People’s Art Theater: 
“There is a special kind of atmosphere among members 
of the Beijing People’s Art Theater. When crucial prob- 
lems crop up, or when public and personal interests 
clash, they will turn the mutter over in their minds and 
come to the conclusion that only by uniting as one will it 
be possible to develop the art of modern drama in Chi. a, 
and that only in this way will there be the conditions for 
them to dedicate themselves to theatrical art. They take 
great pride in this. However rough the storms may be, 
their thoughts and feelings will always be on one thing 
and that is to see the Beijing People’s Art Theater 
develop into a landmark of modern drama.” It is pre- 
cisely in this “atmosphere” and spiritual force that the 
rallying capacity and centripetal force of the theater lie. 
With these, Beijing People’s Art Theater artists have 
been able to live contentedly in poverty and preserve 
“the purity of art in one’s minds” before fame and 
money. Following the development of the situation the 
Beijing People’s Art Theater has begun to realize the 
necessity of reform. We have come to realize that in 
order to push forward the development of the theater we 
must not only persist in giving full scope to the role of the 
spiritual prop but also carry out reform in such areas as 
management and job allocation, to enhance the role of 
society's support and the role of material prop. 


Enhancing the role of society's support means bringing 
into play the tradition of attaching importance to the 
audience and strengthening work among the audience. 
Since 1982, a series of tasks relating to the audience, 
such as conducting surveys among them and finding out 
about their aesthetic needs and preferences with a view 
to suiting our “products” to market needs, have been 
carried out. Convenient ticket sales are provided for the 
audience. A “Friends of the Theater Association” has 
been established and a newsletter, Friends of the Theater 
Newsletter, published to cement closer ties to the audi- 
ence, cultivate new followers, and improve publicity. 


Under the concern and energetic support of the Beijing 
Municipal CPC Committee and government, 

have been made by the theater since 1988 to step up 
reform in such areas as the leadership system, manage- 
ment, performances, and job allocation. In order to 
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ensure the healthy development of reform, the theater 
leadership has, through investigation, study, and 
repeated deliberation, primarily decided on the fol- 


lowing four principles: |) All reform measures must be 


centered around artistic production. 2) All reform mea- 
sures must proceed from tic actual conditions of the 
theater. 3) All reform measures must be aimed at liber- 
ating the productive forces and arousing people's enthu- 
siasm. With this in mind, it is necessary to do away with 
egalitarian practices and implement the principle of 
more pay for more work and no pay for no work. 4) 
Efforts must be made to strengthen the role of the 
material prop and provide more material benefits. It is 
thus necessary to follow the correct path and work for 
one’s own pay. “Reforms” that will encourage people to 
abandon art for commerce o1 to abandon the stage for 
the television screen must be resolutely rejected. 


Based on these principles, a responsibility system headed 
by the theater president, a management contract system, 
a distribution system based on basic wages, floating 
wages and bonuses, a performance rotation system, and 
a system for the administration of staff on transfer or 
loan to film companies and television stations have been 
instituted. These reform measures have produced initial 
results. 


After 30 years and more the Beijing People's Art Theater 
has opened up a broad and brilliant road of art. 
“Advancing in High Spirits and Broad Strides,” the 
inscription written by Comrade Cao Yu for the theater, 
figuratively sums up the theater's spirit of struggle and 
artistic style over the past decades. It is precisely as a 
result of the unremitting artistic pursuit and solid work 
carried out by these artists that the Betjing People’s Art 
Theater has become the precious gem of China's art and 
truly representative of Chinese style. It has built up our 
national confidence in the realm of art. Today, as the 
republic celebrates its 40th birthday, and at a time of 
reform, the Beijing People's Art Theater will, under the 
leadership of the party, work stil] harder. produce more 
fine works of art for the audience, and contribute its 
share toward socialist spiritual development. 
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[Article by Zhu Jinghe (2612 2529 0735) 


[Text] On the eve of the 40th anniversary of the founding 
of the PRC, Love for the Republic—Dedicated to Friends 
in Scientific and Technological Circles (hereinafter 
referred to as The Republic), China's first television 
series reflecting life in these circles, was released. With 
its rich and healthy ideological content and deep passion, 
it is both stimulating and inspiring. It sounds like his- 
tory, but is not exactly history, resembles poetry but is 
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